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1. Introduction

Though the modern day Church in Nepa is
more than five decades old, the Nepdl
Church is still a very much foreign thing to
the Nepali people and Jesus Christ is still a
foreign god to them or at the most one of the
incarnations of Vishnu, one of the godheads
of the Hindu trinity. The Church has not
been able to fully strike its root deep into the
Nepali soil, into the culture of its people and
their way of life which alienates Christians
from the society  Christians form a very
small minority and are considered as second
class citizens of this country. Christians are
also charged with having no concern and
interest in the issues and problems which
our society and the nation are facing and
concerned only with converting people to
Christianity. These reasons coupled with
the discriminatory provision in the
constitution and the existing laws which
prohibit religious conversion, the Christian
community in Nepal is still not officially
recognized and has therefore no formal
participation in matters of socia and
national importance.

One main reason for Christians being
trested as second class citizens of this
country and for being charged with various
is because the Church in Nepa has not made
any efforts to contextualize the gospel i.e. to
integrate and live the Christian message in
the historical, social, cultural and religious
context of Nepal. Also, the Church could not
make any visible and noticeable contribution
in any sector of the Nepali society.

The Church in Nepa has faled
terribly to produce qualified, competent and
able Christian leaders to provide expert and
effective leadership both in Church and
society. This has been primarily because of
too much emphasis on evangelism and ‘full

time ministry’ in the Church and Para-
church  organizations. Because of this,
many Christian organizations are having
great difficulty in finding qualified and
competent people to serve as managers and
senior staff.

One big problem has been the
absence of a national level common body to
represent the Christian community to the
outside society. If the government of Nepal
or other religious communities in Nepa
want to have dialogue with the Church or
want the participation of the Christian
community on some socia or national
issues, there is no definite point of reference
to contact. This is equally true incase of
other national or international level
institutions/organizations who would like to
enter into meaningful partnership or
dialogue with the Christian community in
Nepal. This has greatly hampered the
promotion of interfaith cooperation and
harmony between the Christian community
and other religious communitiesin Nepal.

It was because of all these needs that
the National Council of Churches of Nepal
(NCCN) was established in 1999 under the
initiative and leadership of Dr. K. B.
Rokaya and the support of a number of
independent Churches and their leaders.

The encouragement and support of
ecumenical leaders from the South Asia like
Dr Mathews George Chunakara, Dr. Ipe
Joseph, Dr. S. M. Chowdhary and the
Genera Secretaries of other South Asian
NCCs in the initial years of NCCN is
greatly appreciated.



Objectives of NCCN:

(1) To be the nationad leve
representative body for the
Christian community in Nepal by
fostering unity among Christians
and encouraging them to fulfill
their responsibilities and
obligations as members of the
community and as citizens of the
nation by coming into the
national mainstream.

(i) To study and carry out research
on the issue of contextualization
of the gospel in order to help
Christians in Nepal to be a true
Christian and at the same time a
true Nepali.

(i) To create an environment in
which Christians and people of
other religious communities
could respect each other and
work together in areas of
common concern and interest.

(iv) To encourage and hep
development of professionalism
among Christian young men and
women.

(iv)  To encourage the Church to be
actively involved in issues
related to human rights, socid
justice, peace and reconciliation.

NCCN became more active from the
beginning 2003 when Dr K. B. Rokaya
assumed the responsibility as its General
Secretary and Mr. Purushotam La Nepali
Manandhar became the President. A
gathering of Church leaders was organised
in Kathmandu on 7 January 2003 to share
about the formation of NCCN and its future
vision and activities.

Since the middle of 2003, NCCN has been
implementing activities in the areas of
leadership capacity building, peace and
reconciliation, inter-faith cooperation and
HIV/AIDs as one of the partner in the South
Asia Ecumenical Partnership Programme
(SAEPP). SAEPP is a joint programme of
WCC, CCA, NCCs of India, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh, and Nepa and more
than a dozen ecumenical partners from the
North. NCCN has become the pioneer
Christian organization in Nepa to develop
networking among Churches in the South
Asia region breaking the present culture of
Churches and Christian organizations in
Nepal to develop partnership only with
Churches and organizations in the West and
Far East. The activities carried out by
NCCN are described in detal in the
following sections.

In May 2004 NCCN was formally
registered with the government of Nepal
under the name Nepal Rastriya Mandali
Parisad which is the Nepali version for
National Council of Churches of Nepal. As
an ecumenical organisation, NCCN aims to
work in partnership and collaboration with
all global ecumenical bodies.

In March 2005,NCCN was invited to
attend the 12th Genera assembly of
Christian Conference of Asia(CCA) held in
Chiang Mai, Thalland. The accembly
formally offered the membership of CCA to
NCCN. Now NCCN hasreached to the
networking of Asian Churches and aims to
establish the relationship with al global
ecumenical organizations and peace and
justice loving organizations in the world.



2. Major Activities

Bearing in mind the lack of active
and energetic Christian leaders known about
the ecumenical movement, role of Christians
in society, globalization and its impacts in
our daily life and our society, poverty and its
causes, violence and causes of violence,
peace and justice, human rights and role of
Christian, etc. NCCN decided to focus on
capacity building of Christian leaders
(Pastors, youth leaders, women leaders). It
can be said with no reservation whatsoever
that NCCN couldn't have taken speed
towards its ministry had it not been for the
capable, well-trained and committed |leaders

as

well as workers endeavoring tirelessly to
attain the objectives of NCCN. So we
thought that the capacity building should be
considered as the first step in the ecumenical
movement of NCCN to drive it most
effectively towards its long journey of
building better society with peace and
justiceto all and true Christianity.

In 2003, observing and analyzing
this reality and necessity, we devoted all
efforts and limited resources to organize
capacity building training programmes for
pastors, youth leaders and women to equip
them gspiritually and ideologically towards
the ecumenical movement in Nepal.

Though NCCN started to work
actively from beginning of 2003, it had
adready organized a youth leaders
empowerment programme in Kathmandu by
the beginning of 2002 inviting 45 youth
leaders from 18 Churches of Kathmandu
valley, which was the first formal
progranme in the history of National
Council of Churches of Nepal. Indirectly it
had already become successful in offering a
lot of efforts in contextualization of Gospel,
conflict resolution, peace

With our full commitment and strong
devotion we have become successful in
accomplishing the following programmes and
activities till now, even though we had limited
staff and financial resources.

Capacity Building Training
for pastorsand church
leaders, 24-28 M ar ch 03,
Kathmandu, Nepal,

and justice, human rights and role of Christian
with the initiative of Dr. K. B Rokaya, present
Genera Secretary of NCCN.



NCCN successfully organized the first
capacity building training programme in
Godavary Village Resort, Kathmandu during
24-28 March 2003. Sixty-two Church leaders,
including seven women,

(f) To bring out the potentiality of Christian
leaders and encourage them to be involved in
national issues

co operation, need of inter- religious dialogue,
HIV/AIDS - a challenge to human civilization
and role of Christian, Human Rights - a biblical
perspective, etc.

from 27 Churches of different parts of Nepa
participated in this programme, which was
organized with the following objectives:

(@) To introduce NCCN and its objectives
to church leadersin Nepal

(b) To bring Christian leaders together to
foster Christian unity

(c) To make church leaders aware of the
broader issues like HIV/AIDS,

Globalization and its impacts in our

society, interfaith cooperation, peace

and reconciliation. etc.

Speaking about globalization and its
impact on our society, Dr. Ipe Joseph made
clear how the multinational companies and
global monetary organizations are exploiting
the people in poor countries. He emphasized
that today’s problems of poverty is not due to
the lack of resources but it is the result of
defective distribution pattern of resources that
we have. He gave a clear example that who
comprise 20% world population are enjoying

the 80% resources of the world while
remaining 80% people are forced to survive
with the remaining 20%. He encouraged all the
participants to raise voice against exploitative
forces in the right time to be free from being
more exploited.

Giving the example of changed Peter
and Cornelius from Act: 10, he suggested all
the Christians to be changed like Peter by
widening our hearts to accept the people of all
faiths as God’ screature thus by widening



the boundary of Christianity which will
encourage al the people to cometo Christ.

Throwing light wupon the topic
“Chrigtians as a citizens’ Dr. K.B. Rokaya
said that we Christian are the people with the
vision of God and guided by God to fulfill His
interest of seeing this world a better place with
peace, justice, equality and faith in God. We
can’'t go away from our responsibility that God
has given us just by blaming others. So he
encouraged al the Christians to come outside
the boundary of church breaking the narrow
mentality of expecting only from others and he
urged al to involve actively in the journey of
tackling the burning issues of our society to
make this world a better place for al by
glorying God with our good deeds and giving
thanks with collective prayer.

Drawing the attention of al the
participants towards the Book of Jonah and
Acts: 21 he stressed that we should be the
medium/means of solution of every problem of
our country. He added our society is afflicted
with different kinds of problems, our country is
suffering from civil war and it has aready
clamed the life of more than ten thousand
people, everywhere one can see corruption,
exploitation, oppression, violence and hopeless
situation. God loves al His people equally and
wants to redeem all the afflicted people. For
this, He wants to see the reflection of Christ on
the people who clam themselves as the
followers of Christ. God does not want us to
escape from our responsibility by turning a deaf

ear to this situation and blaming others for bad
things. So by being the followers of Christ we
should be ready to be living sacrifices to solve
these problems of our country.

Pointing out the biblical insight about
the Gospel and culture he said that we should
preserve and promote our cultures, meaningful
traditions and our social norms and values
without compromising our faith in Christ.

Dr. S. M Chaudhary gave emphasis on
the regional networking to redeem this region
from the problems of poverty, unemployment,
injustice, socia discrimination based on cast,
creed and class pointing out the South-Asian
similarities in socio- political, socio-economic,
religious and cultural issues.

Every session commenced with prayer and
singing and followed by group discussion. All
the participants actively participated in group
discussion making it lively. They raised many
guestions to be enlightened, as the topics
discussed were very new to them. They
expressed that such kinds of program are
today’'s need so NCCN should take the
responsibility of organizing similar types of
program for women, youth leaders, and pastors
at different parts of country and it should be the
common platform for al the Christians in
Nepal.



Ecumenical Capacity
Building Training
Programme, 21 to 24 Oct.
2003, Dharan, Nepal

Respecting the request of Christian
leaders in eastern part of Nepal and analyzing
the need of time, we also organized a similar
type of Capacity Building training program in
Dharan in collaboration with Dharan Christian
Society from 21-24 Octber 2003.

In this program 54 church leaders participated
from 9 different districts of eastern part of
Nepa where eminent resource persons Dr. K.
B. Rokaya, Dr. Ipe Joseph, Rev. Ebenezer
Joseph,the General secretary of NCC Sri
Lanka, Rev. Vinod Victor Coordinator of
SAEPP offered their expertise to train the
participants on globalization and its impacts,
ecumenism and its necessity in our society,
peace and justice, poverty and its causes,
women empowerment, HIV/AIDS, inter-
religious cooperation, Gospel and culture, Role
of Christiansin Nation building, etc.

All the participants participated actively
in al the sessions and group discussions. There
was lively discussion. It could be easily seen
that all the participants were enjoying the
program. They expressed their commitment to
share the matters that they learnt from this
program to the people in their Churches and
organizations after going back from the
program.

Women Leaders Capacity
Building Training Program, 26-
28 Oct. 03, Kathmandu, Nepal

Women occupy about 51 percent of
total population of Nepal. So they have



important rolein al sectors of society. Keeping
it in mind, we organized this training
programme in Kathmandu jointly with Young
Women Christian Association (YWCA) during
26 - 28 October 2003 where 45 women leaders
from different churches participated.

It is said that if we empower one man we
empower a single man but if we empower one
woman we empower the whole family. It isnot
just a saying but is reality. We organized this
progranme with the am of empowering
women so that they could work to bring change
within and outside the Church.

The main objectives of this programme were:

(a) To introduce re-reading the Bible
through women'’s eye

(b) To make women leaders aware of the
rights of women as citizens in society

(c) To make women leaders known about
the ecumenical movement of NCCN
and its
Necessity in Nepal

(d) To bring out the hidden potentiality of
women

(e) To promote the inclusive attitude of
Christianity

(f) To create a group of women who will
work to bring change our society from
biblical point of view

(9 To make the women leaders known
about the subjects like ecumenism,
globalization and its impacts in our

society, violence, poverty, peace and
justice, Gospel and culture, etc

(h) To encourage women leaders to involve
in inter-faith dialogue

(i) To promote the long journey of building
just-peace

In this programme organized with broad
vision of promoting ecumenical journey in
Nepal, eminent resource persons Dr. Ipe
Joseph, Dr. K.B. Rokaya, Ms. Draupadi
Rokaya, Mr. Bishnu Parguli, Ms Suchana
Pandey, Mr. Man Bahadur Khatri trained
women |leaders on globalization and its impacts
in our society, gender and discrimination based
on gender, role of women in socia change,
HIV/AIDS, legal right of women, Gospel and
culture, ecumenical journey, etc.

At the end of programme al the
participants expressed their commitment to
share the matter that they learnt from this
programme in their respective
organizations/churches and implement it in
daily life.

Youth Leader’s Capacity
Building Training
Programme, 27-30 Dec. 03,
Kathmandu, Nepal

Y ouths are the most active and energetic power
in the society. It is said that youths are the
power that can bring revolution in the society.
History shows that it is not just a saying but
there is redlity under it. But it is unfortunate
that in Christian community the youths are less
aware about the socia redlities, social issues



and the role of youths for the betterment of
society. It is the need of time to make the
Christian youth

leaders aware of the burning issues of our
society, equip them with biblical insight and to
bring out their hidden potential for tackling our
problems. So we organized the capacity
building training program inviting 42 potential
Christian youth leaders from 17 churches in 8
districts of Nepa from 27 to 30 December
2003.

The main objectives of this program were:

(a) To create the groups of people who will
work as pro-active leaders in our
society

(b) To bring out the hidden potentiality of
youths

(c) To encourage Christian youths to be
change makersin society

(d) To encourage youths to involve actively
in the cultural preservative activities
without ~ compromising our faith in
Christ

(e) To encourage youths to fight against all
kinds of injustice and discriminationsin
our society

(f) To make youths aware of the effects of
drugs, smoking and alcohol to health

(g) To make youths aware of HIV/AIDS

Well experienced resource persons like
Rev. Dr. Ipe Joseph, Dr. K.B. Rokaya and Rev
Narayan Sharma offered their expertise to train
the youth leaders about broad and burning
issues like globalization, South Asian realities,
HIV/AIDS, ecumenism, gospel and culture,
Christians as citizens, peace and justice,
poverty, etc. All the resource persons correlated
their respective topics to the biblical insight,
spiritual and practical side of arrival of Christ
in the world.

All the participants participated actively
throughout the whole programme. Group
discussion was done on al the topics in which
participants raised many questions to be clearer
on the matters given to them for discussion.
There was lively discusson and al the
participants enjoyed.

At the end of the programme all the
participants expressed their commitment to
share the matters that they learnt from this
training programme. It is a matter of pleasure to
us and we give thanks to God that most of the
participants have expressed their feelings about
the programmes of NCCN, its necessity in



Nepal and their commitment towards the
campaign of NCCN via emailing, making
phone calls to us and sharing to us in different
get-togethers. Thinking that it would be better
to include the words of participants we have
included a part of the response of one of the
participants of this programme here. He has
expressed his commitment like this: “I don’t
like just taking part in the programmes but my
vision isto implement themin our life. So, after
getting NCCN's capacity building training | am
able to do the following matters:

Orientation at Church regarding what
we learnt

Systemizing fellowship at Church
Developing positive attitude and
practical life

We must know the world matters. It
might be HIV/AIDS Peace, Justice,
efc.

We must change our behavior/
attitude towards development and
challenges of time.

My support and prayer will be with you forever
in your journey.”

All the participants promised to be with
NCCN to face all the possible challenges that
might come during the long journey of building
a better society with peace, justice and faith in
God.

Thought Program On Role of
Religious Community in
Peace Building Process,

24 Oct. 2003,Dharan, Nepal

It isthe responsibility of every citizento
do on€'s best for the betterment of the society
where one is living. We Christians are the
followers of Christ along with the citizens of
our country. We cannot be apart from the
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events that occur in our country. It is not good
for us to expect only from others. History tells
us that Christians are such a power that can
make the world upside down. In the past
Christians have played vital role in socid
change. At present, our country is passing
through the conflict between Maoists and
Government. It has already claimed the life of
more than eight thousand people in eight years.
Being the disciples of Christ we have a great
role to play in this situation for conflict
resolution and building peace.

In Mathew 5:9, Jesus has clearly said, “
Blessed are the peace makers, for they will be
called sons of God”.By being impressed from
these words of Christand  realizing the need
of time we organized a seminar on “Role of
Religious Community in peace building
process’ in collaboration with Dharan Christian
Society on 24t October 2003 inviting the
national level religious leaders where Ananda
Acharya of World Hindu Federation, Dr. K.B
Rokaya from Christian community, Mr. Bal

Bahadur Ra of Kirat, Mr Khadga
Bahadur Moktan from Buddhist and Mr. Khalid
Husein Hak from Muslim expressed their views
about the present situation of conflict based on
the insight of their respective faith. Including
the reporters and observers from outside the
country more than 200 people were present in
this programme. Rev Ebenezer Joseph
encouraged the religious leaders to be actively
involved in peace building process sharing the



bitter experience of effect of war in his country
and the role that they are playing for conflict
resolution in Sri Lanka.

Probably it was the first programme of
its kind. Some of the journals in eastern Nepal
praised the initiative taken by the NCCN in
Peace building process, which is a matter of
giving thanks to God.

Inter-Religious Wor kshop on
National Development | ssues,
March 2004, Kathmandu,
Nepal

NCCN sponsered a one day interaction
programme on National Development |ssues
organized by Remote Area Development Nepal
in March 2004 where development experts
from different religion presented their views
about the drawbacks of our development
practices and pointed out the areas and issuesto
be addressed for the rea development of the
nation.

Briefing the development strategies that
we practiced and throwing light upon the
present development status of our society Dr.
K.B. Rokaya, a development expert, elicited
draw-back in development practices like this:
“Our problems are not resource related. We
have enough resources of our own and we are
getting lot of aid from outside and we have very
hard working people. Our problems are
structural. Our social, religious, economic and
political structures, which keep the poor always
poor, are the main problems. In all our
development efforts in the past, we have been
treating the symptoms and not the real disease;
we have been plucking the leaves but not
cutting the root itself” .
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He pointed out the following key points
as the solution to heal our country from the
disease of poverty:

A strong political vision, will and
commitment
A change in our worldview, our
view of life and our mentality
Address the structural problems
and not treat the symptoms. Identify
and demolish the structures in our
society, which keep the poor always
poor
Empower the poor and help them to
understand why they are poor, who
is responsible for their poverty so
that they can organize themselves
and fight against the cause of their
poverty

Ecumenical Capacity
building Training for Pastors,
Youths and Women L eaders,

28-31 M arch 2004, Dhar an,
Nepal

People are eager and interested to know
about ecumenical movement and join hands
with the NCCN’s campaign of building the
ecumenical capacity of Christian leaders and
workers. Many requests have come to organize
ecumenical  capacity  building  training
programme in different parts of the country.



Respecting the request from eastern part of
Nepa and analyzing it as the will of God we
organized a four-day ecumenical capacity
building training programmes in Dharan, a
beautiful place in eastern part of Nepal, from
28 to 31 March 2004 where 282 Church leaders
and workers from 78 Churches in different 25
districts of Nepal and also from some parts of
India participated.

The main objectives of this program were:

(@ To build the capacity of the Church
leaders in Nepa on subjects/issues
related to the ecumenica
movement

(b) To make Church leaders known
about the ecumenica movement
and its necessity in Nepal

(c) To expose the Christian youth and
Pastors to broader issues like
HIV/AIDS, globaization, south
Asian redlities, interfaith co

operation, peace and
reconciliation, human rights, role of
Christians  in  nation-building,

gospel and culture, ecology, etc
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(d) To bring out the hidden potentiality of
Christian youths and pastors take leadership
in socia transformation
(e) To empower youth leaders and young
pastorsin churches in Nepal to play the role of
catalyst in Church, society and in all sectors of
nation building
(f) To develop youth networking to
tackle the crucial issues of our
society

Speaking about Gospel and Culture a
highly renowned human rights activist and
development expert Dr. K. B. Rokaya
suggested the participants that we can be the
Disciples of Christ without loosing our own
cultural identity. While Speaking about
“Christian as a citizen,” referring to verses
from different books of Bible he added we
don't need to give up our nationality and our
responsibility as citizens to accept Jesus Christ
as redeemer. Dr. Hope S. Antoine,
communication consultant of CCA dlicited the
Biblical foundation of ecumenism.



Ms. Cora Tabing- Reyes executive Secretary,
EGY, CCA urged the youths to take leadership
for socia transformation. Speaking about
globalization and its impact Mr. Dinesh Sunna
the executive secretary of youth unit of NCCI
expressed that the ultimate aim of globalization
is to develop the imperiadism over the poor
countries in the name of economic
liberalization and it is a slow poison to the
countries like Nepal .

Mr. Raesh Jadhav the URM
coordinator, NCCI made the participants aware
about environment preservation.

Mr. Andrew Sithling a professional
trainer about HIV/ AIDS taught the participants
about what is HIV/ADS, how it transmits and
how we can be secure from it?

Rev. Narayan Sharma Director of GFA
Nepal and Rev Bir Bahadur Rai took
heart- touching Bible classes.

A blood donation programme was aso
carried out with the help of loca branch of
Nepal Red Cross Society. Fifty-pint blood was
collected which will be made available to all
peopleirrespective of religion.
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The main feature, that has to be
mentioned, of this programme was that some of
the participants had come to participate in the
programme having waked five days on foot,
which implies the eagerness of the people
towards ecumenical movement, and there was
also the participation of youths from some parts
of north India, which has promoted the regional
unity. The number of participants was almost
double of the number that we had planned for.
And there was such a pressure of the
people to participate in the programthat
we had to turn down the request of some
of them.

Women L eaders Capacity
Building Training and
Follow-up Programme,2nd
April 2004, Kathmandu,
Nepal

Keeping in mind the need of
empowering more women |leaders about the
ecumenical movement and assisting the
women leaders, who were already involved
in ecumenical movement and to reaffirm
their commitment towards ecumenical
journey, we organized one day capacity



building and follow-up program in
collaboration with YWCA Nepa on 2nd
April 2004.

The main objectives of this program were:
(@ To introduce NCCN and its
objectives to Christian women leaders in
Nepal
(b) To build the capacity of the
Christian women leaders in Nepa
on subjects/ issues related to the
ecumenical movement
(c) To collect the sharing of the women
leaders, who participated in

previous training programs
organized by NCCN, about their
experience

and the problems they had to face
in practical life after going back to
their respective organizations and
fields from capacity building
training program

(d) To encourage and assist women
leaders  to reaffirm their
commitment about ecumenical
movement in Nepal

(e) To assist women leaders to refresh
and broaden their ideas about
ecumenical issuesin Nepa

(f) To create confidence among
women leaders to take leadership in
ecumenical movement
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(g) To abolish the misunderstanding
about ecumenica movement and
WCC that exists among the Church
leadersin Nepal

(h) To make women leaders aware of
their rolein Christian unity

(i) To bring out the hidden potential of
women leaders thus by inspiring
them to take leadership in socia
transformation

() To promote globa ecumenical
movement

(k) To encourage women leaders to
break the narrow concepts and
misunderstanding of Gospel and
assist them to reach in depth of
biblical truth.

The program commenced with singing
and prayer. The participants who already
participated in NCCN training programs,
shared their experiences and challenges that
they had to face while sharing the ecumenical
knowledge in their respective organizations and
the blessings that they got while implementing
it in their daily life. They thanked NCCN for
making them aware about the role of women in
Church and society to bring more people to
Christ enhancing ecumenical journey. They
expressed from heart of hearts that NCCN
training program had opened their eyes to
identify the real power of women and their
rights and duties in church as followers of
Christ and in society as citizens.



Following the sharing of the
participants, Dr. Hope S. Antoine shared her
experiences and pointed out the biblical insight
on “the role of women in Christian unity”. Ms
Cora Tabbing Reyes shared among the
participants on the “Biblical foundation of
ecumenism”.

Mr. Dinesh Sunna, and Mr. Ragesh
Jadhav encouraged women leaders to join their
hands in ecumenical movement of NCCN.

Dr. Rokaya thanked to the participants
for their reaffirmation towards the ecumenical
movement of NCCN. He assured that NCCN
would continue  its efforts of empowering
Christian leaders in Nepal.

Workshop on Inter Religious

Co-operation and Communal

Harmony in Pluralistic South
Asa, 15-19 Oct 04,
Kathmandu, Nepal

NCC Nepal hosted the South Asian
consultation on Inter-religious cooperation and
Communa harmony in the Pluraistic South
Asia held in Kathmandu from 15-19 October
2004.
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Leaders from the Hindu, Buddhist, Islam and
Christian faiths in the South Asian region
participated in the consultation. The
consultation was ended with a press
conference.

The report and the Kathmandu declaration from
this consultation is annexed herewith.

Peoples Conference,
Kathmandu,
6-7 November 2004

With the broad objective of bringing out the
people’s views regarding the present conflict
and the overall situation of the country and to
suggest the possible way out of the present
conflict from the people's side, two day
peopl€’ s conference was organized



in kathmandu in the initiative of COCAP,
NESAP and with the involvement of many

other professiona organizations, NGOs,
Religious organizations, Professional
organizations, student’s organizations,
women’'s organizations and Dalit

Organizations. CEPJAR was coordinating the
involvement of Christian community and
NCCN had supported CEPJAR to coordinate
the conference as one of the organizers.

24 workshops regarding different issues
like, conflict resolution, Human rights,
women’s rights, Dalit and issues of oppressed
class; Religion and religious freedom were held
separately.

The workshop on religious issues was

organized in the coordination of Inter-
Religious committee, which had been formed
with the great interest, pray and initiatives of
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Dr. K.B. Rokaya, the coordinator of CEPJAR
along with other different religious leaders,
where. Dr. K.B. Rokaya is the representative
from the side of Christian community.

In the workshop held in Bamiki Campus and
moderated by Dr Rokaya, the discussion was
mainly focused on the

1.Religious harmony and present situation
of religious freedom in Nepal .

2.Role of Religious community in the
peace building process.

Christian Leaders gathering
to discuss on the present
crisis of the country, Nava
Jeevan Church, Lalitpur, 14
December 2004

NCCN supported CEPJAR to organize a
consultation of Christian leadersto develop the
Christian views regarding the present crisis that
the country has been facing.



About sixty key Christian leaders were present
in the discussion. The meeting discussed on
the present crisis that the country is facing, past
dialogues between government and Maoist,
demands put forth by Maoist, the situation of
religious freedom in Nepal, degrading human
rights situation and the interest and concern
expressed by the international human rights
organizations and United Nation for the
peaceful resolution of the present conflict in
Nepal. After a one day long discussion, the
christian community of Nepa developed its
views for the resolution of present crisis that
the country is facing and also decided to make
public its views by organizing a press meet.

Press meet, Hotel Greenwich
Village, 14 December 2004

Following the decision made in the
gathering of Christian leader, CEPJAR
organized a press meet in Hotel Greenwich
Village where national level paper and
electronic medias were present. Dr. K.B.
Rokaya had read the press release. He had aso
briefed on the peace efforts made by CEPJAR.
The press release had covered the conclusion
made by the Christian community of Nepal
which is annexed herewith.
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The national level paper as well as electronic
medias had appreciated the Christian
community of Nepal for coming up with clear
views on the present crisis faced by the
country. Probably the Christian community of
Nepa has become the first to express the clear
views publicly. It has challenged to all
communities, political parties, civil society and
religious communities to come up with their
clear views for bringing out the country from
the present crisis.

The South Asia Solidarity Fund
Consultation Meeting,
Greenwich Hotel, Kathmandu,
14-18 December 2004

NCCN hosted the South Asia Solidarity fund
consultation meeting where the Christian
leaders from Nepal, India, Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka participated.

The topics discussed during the consultation
were; Growing Religious Fundamentalism and
Globalization, “Globalization: Challenge for
Ecumenical Theological Education”, *“Glocal



in the Marketplace: Perspectives from
Marginalized People’,” Current Geo-Politico-
Economic trends in South Asia’, “New
Technologies — Use and Abuse: Ethica
Challenge”, “Glocal in the Marketplace:
Perspectives from Ministerial Formation”,
“Gloca in the Marketplace: Perspectives from
Women”. The Consultation was highly blessing
for al the participants.

Christmas get-together,
Greenwich Hotel, 26
December 2004

NCCN supported CEPJAR to organize a get-
together on the occasion of Christmas in Hotel
Greenwich Village, Kupondole that was
attended by representatives from various
religious  communities, human  rights
ingtitutions, media and other people from
various sectors. Mr. Achyut Rg Regmi, ex-
Minister and President of Inter religious Peace
Committee, Dr. Hari Bhakta Neupaney
President of Sanatan Dharma Sewa Saminti,
Gokul Pokhrel, President of Arya Samaj, Mr
Hamid Ansari, Vice President of Muslim
Ettehad Sangathan, Prof. Kapil Shrestha, Hon.
Member of Nationa Human Rights
Commission, Mrs. Indira Rana, Hon. Member
of National Human Rights

Commission, Krishna Janga Raymajhi former
Justice of supreme Court and Chairman of
Civic Peace Commission, Mr. Bishnu Pukar
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Shrestha, Secretary of Civic Peace
Commission spoke on the occasion on the
significance of the life and teachings of Jesus
Christ in today’s world particularlly  his
message of love, sacrifice and forgiveness. The
speakers also highlighted on the significance
and importance of the role to be played by the
religious communities to resolve the ongoing
conflict and bring peace. Simon Pandey,
Samuel Sodemba, Ba Krishna Sharma, and
Purushotam La Nepali Manandhar also spoke
on behalf of the Christian community.

Dr. K. B. Rokaya the coordinator of CEPJAR
spoke on the importance of harmony and
understanding among the various religious
communities and the role of religious
communities in peace building process.

Participation in peacerally,
27 December 2004,
Kathmandu

In the initiative of Civic solidarity for peace
and with the involvement of more than three
hundred organizations, a huge peace rally was
organized in Kathmandu.

In the rally CEPJAR was coordinating the
participation of Christian community. We had
supported CEPJAR to organize the
participation of Christian in the raly. The
slogans chanted in the rally were, “set the



agendas of dialogue! Initiate the peace talk!”
“Long live civic solidarity for peace”. We were
participating in the raly with the play cards
written the peace verse from Bible and our own
banner in the name of Christian Effort for
peace, justice and reconciliation.

There was significant involvement of
Christians in the peace rally. As reported by the
medias the total participation in the raly was
more than 200 thousands. Out of three
hundred organizations participated in the raly;
the medias had given emphasis to the
involvement of CEPJAR.

3. Further Contribution
of NCCN to the Peace
Building Work

NCC Nepd’'s Generad Secretary Dr. K. B.
Rokaya has been deeply involved in human
rights and peace and justice issues for over a
decade.

Nepa has been bearing the burden of
the nine year long political conflict which has
resulted in the death of more than 12,000
Nepalis and the damage worth billions of
Rupees. The conflict has adversely affected
every aspect of the life of the people and the
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nation. However, the Christian community
remained totally indifferent to this pain and
agony through which our society and nation
have been undergoing. Through Dr. Rokaya's
continued efforts, finally the Nepali Church
|leaders were able to come together in July 2003
to discuss about the conflict and the role the
Christian community in Nepal could play.

The Christian leaders of Kathmandu got
together on 7 July 2003 (22 Ashadh 2060
B.S.) to discuss the role they could play in
restoring permanent peace in the country. The
meeting came to the conclusion that Christians
in the country can no longer remain passive
onlookers but work towards finding ways to
bring peace, Justice and reconciliation. On the
same day, the gathering of the leaders formed a
committee named Christian Effortsfor Peace,
Justice and Reconciliation (CEPJAR) to
carry out the above objectives.

CEPJAR has the widest participation and
support of all the Churches, church groups and
church-based organizations in Nepal. NCC
Nepal has been supporting the work of
CEPJAR as part of its peace and reconciliation
work.

During the third round of government-
Maoist talks, CEPJAR organized an open
interaction programme inviting the talk
mediators, representatives of various political
parties and representatives from the civil
society.



CEPJAR has since then  issued press
releases in favor of resolving the crisis through
dialogue. The Christian community has sent
appeal to Politica parties, diplomatic
community, National Human Right
Commission, Association of International Non-
Governmental Organization Nepal, NGO
federation of Nepa and the European Union
requesting them to contribute positively to the
peace process.Likewise, CEPJAR cdled a
meeting of Church leaders on 8" May
2004(26th Baisakh 2061) to discuss about the
vital role

that the Christian community could play in
analyzing and finding a way out of the existing
political stalemate. This meeting decided that
CEPJAR should take concrete steps as per the
mandate given by the Christian Community of
Nepa and strive towards creating a conducive
environment for peace talks.
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CEPJAR has made firm commitment to
take the above objectives into serious
consideration. CEPJAR shall discuss, debate
and interact with the concerned parties at
national and international level to contribute
towards creating an environment apt for
positive and productive dialogue. The
Christian community of Nepa strongly
believes that the present Political problem can
only be resolved through talks and mutual
understanding. We thus humbly ask the
government, Political parties, media, People at
different strata of society and the international
community to do whatever they can in their
respective position to contribute in restoring
lasting peace in Nepal.

On 16 May 2004, CEPJAR organized a
Press conference to let the media know about
CEPJAR and the position and possible role of
the Christian community in Nepal to contribute
to the peace building process and the post
conflict construction and rehabilitation of
people, communities and the country.



CEPJAR played an important role in
encouraging, challenging and bringing together
leaders of various religious communities in
Nepal. After a series of meetings among the
leaders of the various religious communities in
Nepal, an INTER-RELIGIOUS PEACE
COMMITTEE was formed some months,

Back. Dr. K. B. Rokaya is a member of this
Committee  representing the  Christian
community. On 19 August 2004, a historic
gathering of members and leaders of the
various religious communities in Nepal was
organized in Kathmandu which was attended
by more than 300 people.
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Religious leaders from different religious faith
prayed and spoke on the current situation of
conflict and human rights violations and the
responsibility of the religious communities in
the peace building process.

CEPJAR has been actively participated in
different peace rallies and itself has organized
peace interaction programme and peace rallies
from very beginning of its establishment.



4. Meetings and
Trainings participated

(@ Dr. Rokaya visited Norway with a
specia invitation of Bishop of Oslo and
Norwegian Hima Asia Mission.
During his stay in Norway he attended
the meetings with leaders of different
missionary organizations, parliamentary
members, ministers, human rights
activists, professors and leaders of
many other social concern
organizations. He put the rea socio-
politica  situation, human rights
situation and about the situation of
religious freedom in Nepal. It is the
matter of pride to the Christian
community in Nepal that this visit has
revealed the real situation of religious
freedom and human rightsin Nepal.

(b) Genera Secretary Dr. K.B. Rokaya
participated in the SAEPP planning
meeting held in January 2003 in Dhaka,
Bangladesh.

(c) Generad Secretary Dr. Rokaya aso
participated in the Asia Regional Group
meeting of Ecumenical Partners held
in Malaysia from 24 to 29 November
2003. He dso participated in the
Organizational Management Capacity
Building progranme in Thailand from 1
to 8 December 2003. The programme
was organized jointly by WCC, CCA
and the Church of Christ of Thailand.

(d) Mr. Ashok Adhikari participated in the
SAEPP planning and programme
finalization consultation held in
Colombo, Sri Lankain March 2003.

(e) Mrs. Shwostani Pariyar and Mrs.
Romila Adhikari participated in the
HIV/AIDS meeting in  Mumbai
organized by NCCI from 5 to 7
February 2003.

(f) Mrs. Bishnu Rai participated in the
interfaith meeting on HIV/Aids held in
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Bangkok, Thailand, 20-25 November
2003. She also participated in SAEEP
HIV/AIDS coordinators meeting held in
Dhaka, Bangladesh from 24 to 29
March 2004.

(g) Five persons including one pastor and
four youths (two women) participated in
the South Asa leadership-training
meeting in Banglore, 20-30 November
2003.

(h) Rt. Hon. Uttam Kumar Pariyar present
vice President of NCCN participated in
NCCI 25" quadrennial assembly and
ninety years celebration held in
Tirunelveli, India, 5-19 February 2004.

(i) Mr. Shyam Prasad Bhusa the
programme coordinator of NCCN
visited NCCI and involved in NCCI
activities for two months from 14t
January to 14" March 2004. During this
period he participated in many
progranmes including World Social
Forum (WSF) whose theme was
“Another World is Possible, Let's
Build it!”

() Mr. Purushottam Lal Nepali Manandhar
the chairman of NCCN

along with other three participants (Mr
Himal Ra the president of Dharan
Christian society, Mr. Jit Bahadur
Ghale, Ms Tanuja Ghale) participated in
a conflict resolution training
programme organized by SAEPP in Sri
Lankafrom 15 to 22 April 2004.



(k) Dr.K.B. Rokaya the General Secretary

of NCCN participated in the General
Secretaries meeting held

in Colombo from 15 to 21 April 2004.
At the same time, he also worked as a
resource person for conflict
resolution programme organized by
SAEPP in Colombo.

(1) Mr. Bisnu Pargjuli, a board member of

NCCN and Ms Usha Hama
participated in a

consultation programme on Dignity of
Children organized by WCC Asia Desk
in Bambai, India from 20 to 26 Jan
2003.

(m) Mr. Parshu Ram Pandey, administrative

& finance officer of NCC Nepal aong
with other two participants Mr. Rgjesh
Ra and Mrs. Shanti Rai participated in
Second Line Church Leader Capacity
building programme (SAEPP Regiond
Programe) held in Colombo, Sri Lanka
from 25 - 30 Aug 04.
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(n) Mrs. Draupadi Rokaya, the General
Secretary of YWCA Nepa aongwith
Mrs. Sheeta  Thapa attended the
consultation programme on
Overcoming Voilence Against Children
held in Colombo from 26-31 Aug 04.

(0) Ms. Kripa Sharma participated in the
Second Asia Conference of the
Theological Students (ACTS I1) held in
Kuala Lumpur, Maaysia from 25-31
July 2004

(p) Mr. Purushottam Lal Nepali
Manandhar, the president and Rt. Hon.
Uttam Kumar Pariyar, vice president of
NCC Nepa visited to the churches in
Eastern part of Nepal from 12-19
September 2004, and during this period
they shared about the programme and
activities of NCCN.

5. Future Plans and
Activities

Though we till lack financia resources
and are in the process of institutiona
development, we have planned
following programmes and Activities for 2004.
We trust, with the blessing of God and
cooperation of our well wishers, we will be
able to implement it.



HIV/AIDS

Rationale

The Church workers and ordinary Christians in
Nepal are not aware of HIV/AIDS and the
Church is not actively involved in any way to
do anything about it. This puts the Christians at
great risk as HIV/AIDS is spreading rapidly in
Nepal according

to the recent South Asian meeting on
HIV/AIDS held in Kathmandu.

Program and Activities
Church Workers' Workshop
Training for Christian youths
Poster production and distribution

CAPACITY BUILDING
(Ecumenical Formations)

Rationale

The ecumenica movement in Nepal is amost
non-existent. NCC Nepa is the only
ecumenical body. To bring the Church in Nepal
in the world ecumenical movement, NCCN will
have to make specia efforts.

Program and Activities
Ecumenical Capacity Building Training
for Church Workers
- Ecumenical Capacity Building Training
for Women
Ecumenical Capacity Building Training
for Youths
Church Leaders Consultation on Role of
the Church in National Devel opment.

PEACE AND
RECONCILIATION
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Rationale

Nepal isfacing civil conflicts in the form of the
Maoist insurgency for the past seven years,
which has claimed the life of more than 8000
people and caused heavy loss and damage of
property. The economy of the country is
experiencing negative growth with all sectors
of economy being badly affected. There is
urgent need for all sections of society to act
responsively and creatively to bring this war to
an end and establish peace. The Church has
gpecial God-given task to be peacemakers in
such a situation.

Program and Activities
National level workshop on the
Constitution and Religious Freedom
in Nepal.
National level seminars on
Conflict, Peace, and Justice.
Advocacy Campaigns to encourage
Christians to take active part in
Civil Society Movements.
Peace Rally.
Training for Church Workers on
Human Rights, Peace and Justice.

INTER-FAITH
COOPERATION

Rationale

Nepal is a multi-ethnic, multi-religious and
multi-lingual nation. Nepal is also the only
Hindu kingdom where Hinduism is the official
religion enjoying special protection and
privilege in the congtitution of Nepal 1990. In
many parts of the world there have been
tensions and conflicts among religious
communities. Nepal cannot be an exception
from the potential danger of conflicts, tensions
and misunderstanding among religions thereby
threatening peace and hampering development.



Anayzing this reality, NCCN has already
established relations with some Hindu and
Buddhist organizations who are aming to work
for inter-religious harmony and co-operation.

Program and Activities

National Seminars on interfaith
cooperation with mixed participants
from major religions

Training for Church Workers on inter-
faith cooperation/Gospel and Culture
Study on the growth of Church in
Nepal and the impact on society
Inter-faith prayer programs.

NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT, POLITY
AND ROLE OF CHURCH

Rationale

Nepa is a country rich in natura resources.
Natural beauty is God's gift. People are honest
and hard- working. But question may arise
what has made this country fall behind in every
sector of development? Huge amount of loan
and development aids from the donor agencies
has been poured in this land in the name of the
poor to provide safe drinking water, quality
education and good health service since many
year back. More than 30,000 NGOs and 100
INGOs have been working for uplifting the
marginalized and deprived people. Different
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kinds of governments came in power and
practiced their ideologies and developmental
strategies. With the objective of poverty
aleviation many plans were made and carried
out. Now we are implementing the tenth five-
year development plan.

Despite all these devel opment activities,
education, health services, safe drinking water,
access to justice, human rights, peace and even
the basic needs of human beings are beyond the
reach of mgority of the people. This scenario
of development practices has urged us to re-
think on the development strategies and our
socio-politico-economic structures. We can't
escape from our responsibility just by turning a
blind eye to these problems or by blaming
others for al these bad things. We read in
ACTS 17:6 that Christians are the people who
can make the world upside down. Now we
don't have time to waste. It is the time to do
our best for seeking rea development where all
people have access to the fruit of development
so that al can enjoy it.

Programs and Activities

Workshops on National Devel opment
and structural issues.

Training for church leaders and workers
on national political issues.

Discussion programs on devel opment
practicesin Nepal.

Consultation programs on role of
church in national development.



........................ Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God...............c..........

Dr. K. B. Rokaya, the General Secretary of NCCN, addressing the youth gathering, 28-31 March 04,
Dharan, Nepal
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